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PRE-VISIT ART PACK & CURRICULUM GUIDE 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM! 75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

Share in BAM’s birthday celebration! This school tour focuses on the relationships between works of art from the 
exhibition Open to Interpretation. Students will engage in a game of discovery to find connections between works 
of art using problem-solving skills and imagination. Students will identify patterns and themes in two- and three-

dimensional artworks and create their own visual puzzles and artist trading cards.  

 

The Boise Art Museum’s education philosophy encourages the examination and discussion of the visual arts through 
a holistic approach to art  education.  Programs support the development of critical thinking skills, visual analysis,   
exploration and understanding of art techniques as well as the investigation of cultural contexts, art as a form of   
communication, and multidisciplinary connections.  In its touring program, BAM uses arts-based, student-centered, 
guided-discovery techniques and inquiry strategies that encourage teaching directly from the object and encompass 
aspects of many education philosophies. 

 

BAM’s SCHOOL TOUR PROGRAM GOALS 
 

 Students will actively participate in the experience discussing the artwork using art vocabulary and making meaningful, 
personal connections.  Discussions will be associated with the information in the pre-tour packet. 

 

 Students will experience a studio activity that reinforces the concepts and/or techniques discussed/viewed in the        

galleries resulting in a tangible, personally meaningful understanding of the artwork. 
 

 Students will leave the museum knowing that it is a fun, enjoyable place to learn.  The Docents will help them             
understand that they do not need an art authority to tell them how to enjoy and what to appreciate about art. 

Connects to: 

 History 

 Visual Arts 

 Communication 

 Humanities 

 Science 

YOU ARE INVITED  

TO EXPLORE OUR  

$0--&$5*0/R  
 

IN A GAME OF 

DISCOVERY 

FUN & EASY! Students are encouraged to participate  

    in BAM’s Artist Trading Card Community Exchange.   
    Special instructions on page 14 of this Pre-Visit Art Pack. 

Terry Turrell, A Lot to Remember, 2007, oil, enamel, glass, wood Gift of Sue Greenwood Fine Art  
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TOUR CHECKLIST FOR TEACHERS 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

BEFORE YOUR TOUR 
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WHEN YOU ARRIVE 

AFTER YOUR TOUR 

WITH YOUR STUDENTS: 

Ã DO THE PRE-VISIT ART TALK and review the VOCABULARY words with your students 

Ã SHARE THE MUSEUM MANNERS with your students. 

Ã MAKE LARGE NAMETAGS for students with their first names only. 
 
 

WITH YOUR CHAPERONS: 

Ã DESIGNATE YOUR ADULT CHAPERONS. A maximum of four chaperons are admitted with the group for 

free.  Chaperons have specific responsibilities and are admitted with the students free of charge. Additional 
adults pay regular admission and are considered regular visitors in the Museum.   

Ã ASK CHAPERONS not to bring infants, younger children, or other siblings.   

Ã REVIEW THE CHAPERON GUIDELINES with your designated chaperons.   

Ã PRINT THE CHAPERON PASSES and HAVE YOUR PAYMENT PREPARED for any additional adults.  Checks 

can be made payable to the Boise Art Museum or BAM.  We are unable to make change, so please have the   
exact amount prepared if you are paying with cash. (Often teachers split the admission among all adults to cover 
the cost.  Schools or individuals may pay for the additional adults.)  General admission is $5; admission for      
seniors (62+) and full-time college students is $3. 

Ã PREVIEW THE EXHIBITION with the Free Teacher Preview Pass included with your confirmation letter. 
 
 

A NOTE TO HELP WITH CHAPERON SELECTION: All students will receive Free Return Tickets at the end of 
the visit.  These tickets allow the student and two guests to return and visit the Museum for free at a later 
date.  Parents who indicate that they would like to be chaperons after you have designated the maximum 
limit of four (4) should be encouraged to return with their student at a later date using the Free Return Ticket.   

Ã ARRIVE AT THE REAR EDUCATION ENTRANCE facing Julia Davis Park and the Rose Garden.  Do not enter 

through the front of the museum.  Arrive no more than 5 minutes before your scheduled time, as your docents 
can only let you into the Museum at your indicated tour time.  Do not ring the delivery buzzer. 

Ã DIVIDE YOUR CLASS INTO TWO GROUPS (of approximately 15 students) for their tour. 

Ã IDENTIFY YOUR CHAPERONS for the docent and MAKE THE PAYMENT for additional adults 

Ã LEAVE LARGE FIRST AID KITS AND BAGS at the Education Entrance.  First aid kits and bags must be smaller 

than 11ò X 15ò and must be worn on the front of your body.  BAM has multiple first aid kits on site.  

Ã REMEMBER: The Museum has no indoor or outdoor lunch facilities. Tour groups may bring their lunches and 

enjoy Julia Davis Park or visit the restaurants at BODO or nearby Boise State University.  

Ã FILL OUT THE EVALUATION CARD that you receive from your tour guides. Your constructive criticism helps us    

continue to tailor our programs to suit your needs. 

Ã DO THE MAKE IT! ACTIVITY or use related ideas listed in CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS to connect the tour to 

your classroom curricula. 



INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS AND CHAPERONS 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 
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Please share and discuss this information with your chaperons.  
 

Agreeing to be a chaperon for the Boise Art Museumôs School Tour Program means  
that you understand the following policies and agree to participate when asked by the docent. 

 

 Chaperons should not bring infants, younger children, or siblings with them on the tour.   

 Keep students with the group and encouraging students to stay at least 12” away from the artwork 

and walls. 

 Make sure students sit (not lay) on the floor, keep their hands and feet to themselves and stay at 

least 12ôô away from the walls and artwork.  

 Help students to pay attention and participate by staying engaged with the group and the tour. 

 Encourage student participation.  If you feel you have a relevant response to the docentôs questions, 

please share, but allow your comment to complement the studentsô ideas.   

 The docent may call on you to help during the studio project.  Pay attention to the instructions and 

help all students with the process.  

 Additional adults pay regular admission and are considered independent visitors apart from the 

school tour. Additional adults are not required to participate in chaperon responsibilities.    

 Cameras, large purses, backpacks, coats and umbrellas should be left on the bus or stored by the 

back exit until the end of the visit. 

 Turn your cell phone off.  The use of cell phones is not permitted in the Museum galleries. 

MUSEUM MANNERS FOR STUDENTS 

CHAPERON GUIDELINES 

Please share and discuss these MUSEUM MANNERS with your students.  
 

Remembering to follow these manners on your tour at the Boise Art Museum will help  
keep the artwork safe and make sure everyone has a good experience on the tour.   

 

 Empty your mouth.  Food, drink, and gum are not allowed in the museum galleries. 

 Stay at least 12” away from the artwork and the walls. 

 Keep your voices down while discussing the artwork.   

 Sit on the floor during group discussions so everyone can see.   

 Use indoor behavior, running and jumping should be left for outdoors. 

 Leave pens, markers, and other writing/art materials at school, in your backpack or on the bus. 

 Pay attention and be a tour guide later.  At the end of the tour, your docent will give your teacher 

Free Return Tickets for each student.  These tickets allow you and two guests to return and visit the 
Museum for free.  When you return, you can take your guests on a tour using what you learned.  

 Have fun and enjoy your visit to the Boise Art Museum. 



CHAPERON PASSES  
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BAM offers FREE admission to four (4) adult chaperons with every pre-scheduled tour group.  Additional adults must 
pay regular admission and are considered independent visitors to the Museum.  PLEASE PRINT THIS PAGE      
BEFORE ARRIVING AT BAM FOR YOUR TOUR.  Designate your four chaperons and have your payment          
prepared.  When you arrive at BAM, please identify your four designated chaperons for the docents.  Chaperons 
must agree to help supervise groups, follow the Museum Manners, and participate in the tour activities when asked. 

 Accompany their groups at all times while they 
are touring the Museum.   

 Help the docent keep students with the group and 
at least 12” away from the artwork and walls. 

 Assist the students and continue to supervise 
while in the studios.   

 

Please do not bring infants, siblings or younger children 
with you as this diverts your attention from the group. 
 

THANK YOU for helping make BAM’s School Tour 
Program safe and enjoyable for everyone. 

TOUR CHAPERON 2  
 (NAME) 

The Boise Art Museumôs School Tour Program provides 
FREE admission to 4 adult chaperons with every group 
of students.  Accepting the responsibilities of being a 
tour chaperon means that you understand and agree to 
do the following: 

This chaperon pass is only valid during a pre-scheduled school tour.  
Duplicates are not accepted. 

TOUR CHAPERON 3  
 (NAME) 

TOUR CHAPERON 4  
 (NAME) 

TOUR CHAPERON 1  
 (TEACHER) 

The Boise Art Museumôs School Tour Program provides 
FREE admission to 4 adult chaperons with every group 
of students.  Accepting the responsibilities of being a 
tour chaperon means that you understand and agree to 
do the following: 

 Accompany their groups at all times while they 
are touring the Museum.   

 Help the docent keep students with the group and 
at least 12” away from the artwork and walls. 

 Assist the students and continue to supervise 
while in the studios.   

 

Please do not bring infants, siblings or younger children 
with you as this diverts your attention from the group. 
 

THANK YOU for helping make BAM’s School Tour 
Program safe and enjoyable for everyone. 

This chaperon pass is only valid during a pre-scheduled school tour.  
Duplicates are not accepted. 

The Boise Art Museumôs School Tour Program provides 
FREE admission to 4 adult chaperons with every group 
of students.  Accepting the responsibilities of being a 
tour chaperon means that you understand and agree to 

 Accompany their groups at all times while they 
are touring the Museum.   

 Help the docent keep students with the group and 
at least 12” away from the artwork and walls. 

 Assist the students and continue to supervise 
while in the studios.   

 

Please do not bring infants, siblings or younger children 
with you as this diverts your attention from the group. 
 

THANK YOU for helping make BAM’s School Tour 
Program safe and enjoyable for everyone. 

This chaperon pass is only valid during a pre-scheduled school tour.  
Duplicates are not accepted. 

The Boise Art Museumôs School Tour Program provides 
FREE admission to 4 adult chaperons with every group 
of students.  Accepting the responsibilities of being a 
tour chaperon means that you understand and agree to 

 Accompany their groups at all times while they 
are touring the Museum.   

 Help the docent keep students with the group and 
at least 12” away from the artwork and walls. 

 Assist the students and continue to supervise 
while in the studios.   

 

Please do not bring infants, siblings or younger children 
with you as this diverts your attention from the group. 
 

THANK YOU for helping make BAM’s School Tour 
Program safe and enjoyable for everyone. 

This chaperon pass is only valid during a pre-scheduled school tour.  
Duplicates are not accepted. 



VOCABULARY 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

Collection: A selection of objects grouped together based on some common                  
characteristic(s).  

 
Medium:   A specific kind of artistic technique or means of expression as determined by 

the materials used or the creative methods involved:  the medium of lithography.  
The materials used in a specific artistic technique:  oils as a medium. 

 
Media:     The plural of medium. 
 
Pattern:   The repetition of line, shape and color in a work of art. An arrangement of      
    repeated parts. 
   
Relationship:  In art, the association or connection between works of art or artists. 
  
Series: A group of related or similar things arranged in a certain order or sequence.  
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PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY: ART TALK 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

Please view the reproductions (Pre-Visit Images) with your class and lead a discussion using the  following questions 
as guidelines.  There are no ñrightò answers.  The questions are meant to guide the group discussion. Students will 
revisit and discuss the original works at BAM.  The vocabulary in this packet will aid discussion. 
 

Research and experience have shown that students feel more comfortable when they can connect with something 
familiar once they arrive at the Museum.  The students are excited to find ñtheirò works of art while they are at BAM.  
They enjoy sharing their insights from the classroom discussion with the docent and making valuable comparisons 
between the textbook-like reproductions and the original works of art. 

These images may also be accessed through our website, www.boiseartmuseum.org 
under Education – Teacher Resources – Pre-Visit Art Packs – HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM! 75TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR 
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Share in BAM’s birthday celebration! This school tour focuses on the relationships between works of art from the 
exhibition Open to Interpretation. Students will engage in a game of discovery to find connections between works 
of art using problem-solving skills and imagination. Students will identify patterns and themes in two- and three-

dimensional artworks and create their own visual puzzles and artist trading cards.  

 SELECT THE STARTING POINT FOR YOUR SCHOOL TOUR.  YOU DECIDE WHERE TO START!  

 (Please divide your class into two groups and select A or B for each group.) 
 

 BRING YOUR SELECTIONS WITH YOU TO THE MUSEUM WHEN YOU ARRIVE FOR YOUR TOUR.   

 (Forgot to select a starting point?  Itôs okay!  BAMôs Docents know where to go to start your tour.) 

 
Jasper Johns 
Cicada, 1981 
4 color lithograph on paper 
Gift of Wilfred Davis Fletcher  
 

 Does the pattern in this artwork remind you of anything? If so, what? 

 
Charles Arnoldi 
Boulder Holder, 1984  
wood, plywood, acrylic paint  
Gift of Wilfred Davis Fletcher  
 

 What words would you use to describe this work of art? 

 
Marilyn Lyoshir 
Bad Manners Buffet, 1996  
Ceramic and wood  
Commissioned and Purchased with Museum Acquisition Funds 
 

 How many different types of food do you see in this artwork? Does anything seem 

unusual about the arrangement of the food? What?  

 
Randy Hayes 
Abandoned Pool, 1996 
oil on canvas  
Gift of the artist  
 

 What objects do you recognize in this work of art?  

GROUP 1 
 
A 
 
 

 
 
B 
 

 

 

GROUP 2 
 
 
A 
 
 

 
 
B 
 

 

 

 MAKE ONE, TAKE ONE! Participate in BAM’s Artist Trading Card Community Exchange. Details on page 14. 



PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY: ART TALK 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

These images may also be accessed through our website, www.boiseartmuseum.org 
under Education – Teacher Resources – Pre-Visit Art Packs –  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM! 75TH ANNIVERSARY EXHIBITION 
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Jasper Johns 
Cicada, 1981 

4 color lithograph on paper 
Gift of Wilfred Davis Fletcher  



PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY: ART TALK 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

These images may also be accessed through our website, www.boiseartmuseum.org 
under Education – Teacher Resources – Pre-Visit Art Packs –  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM! 75TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

Boise Art Museum       670 Julia Davis Drive       Boise, Idaho 83702       (208) 345-8330       www.boiseartmuseum.org 8 

Charles Arnoldi 
Boulder Holder, 1984  

wood, plywood, acrylic paint  
Gift of Wilfred Davis Fletcher  



PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY: ART TALK 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARYTOUR 

These images may also be accessed through our website, www.boiseartmuseum.org 
under Education – Teacher Resources – Pre-Visit Art Packs –  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM! 75TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

Boise Art Museum       670 Julia Davis Drive       Boise, Idaho 83702       (208) 345-8330       www.boiseartmuseum.org 9 

Marilyn Lyoshir 
Bad Manners Buffet, 1996  

Ceramic and wood  
Commissioned and Purchased with Museum Acquisition Funds 



PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY: ART TALK 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

These images may also be accessed through our website, www.boiseartmuseum.org 
under Education – Teacher Resources – Pre-Visit Art Packs –  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM! 75TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR 
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Randy Hayes 
Abandoned Pool, 1996 

oil on canvas  
Gift of the artist  



CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

Social Studies, History, Geography 
 

 Have students discover patterns in their communities. Students can use community maps to identify   
manmade and geographic features and determine what patterns they create on the landscapes. For a 
detailed lesson plan, visit the following website:  http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/
lessons/03/g68/hometown.html. 

 Learn about career fields and people who work in museums. Discuss what a curator or preparator does. 
Have students interview a person who works in a museum or research an area of the museum field and 
write about what it would be like to spend a day in their job. 

 The Boise Art Museum turns 75 in 2012. The original building was completed in 1937. Have students 
research other events that happened in 1937 in Idaho, the United States and the world. Ask students to 
consider how everyday life was different in 1937, make a list of popular musicians and artists from that 
time and identify the news stories that made headlines.  

 
 
Reading and Writing 
 

 Compare and contrast types of literature. Have students select examples of literature by finding books 
from the library and write brief descriptions of the stories and what genres they relate to.   

 Write an essay that compares and contrasts two objects. For a step-by-step lesson plan that involves 
brainstorming and exercises for comparing and contrasting objects, visit the following website: http://
www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-compare-contrast-essay-275.html. 

 Have each student select an artwork they know nothing about and write about it based only on the     
visual characteristics of the image. Challenge students to be descriptive and use metaphors to describe       
different elements of the artwork. Students can use these descriptions to create clues about their        
artwork and take turns guessing the works of art their classmates selected.  
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Math 
 

 Students can use measurements to determine how artwork would be arranged on gallery walls.         
Students can use materials such as graph paper, magnets, transparencies or a white board to arrange 
artwork of varying  dimensions on the ñgallery wallò according to specific instructions. Younger students 
can physically place them on the wall with tape while older students can use rulers and graph paper to 
draft their layout.  For example, if the wall is 12 feet long and 10 feet high students can determine how 
many 1 foot by 1 foot paintings they can fit on that wall.  Remind students that curators generally do not 
hang paintings 1 foot from the ceiling or the floor. (No one would be able to see them.)  Students can 
also consider the minimum amount of space between each piece, how many rows are allowed, which 
pieces can be used, how many pieces and how much space should be left at the top and the bottom of 
the wall.   

 Explore similarities and differences between objects in an experiment that combines math and science. 
For example, students can compare similarities and differences in the materials of different types of 
balls such as tennis balls, golf balls or basketballs. After comparing materials, students can practice 
dropping each ball from a pre-determined height and measuring the height at which each object 
bounces. Have students track the measurements for the objects and compare and contrast the results 
from each type of ball.  

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/03/g68/hometown.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/03/g68/hometown.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-compare-contrast-essay-275.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-compare-contrast-essay-275.html


CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 
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Science and Physics 

 Discuss classification systems in science. Have students create collections of objects. For example,   
students can collect easily found items such as buttons, beads, rocks or seashells.  Have students     
create a classification systems for their collections. For a detailed lesson plan involving collections that 
meets math and science standards, visit the following website: http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/
educators/lesson_plans/collections/index.html. 

 Explore the field of art conservation, the study and care of artwork. Have students experiment with      
paper and other art materials to find out what happens when these materials are repeatedly touched by 
people or left in sunlight for extended periods of time. Students can track the damage caused by         
repeated touching and light by documenting the length of time materials are exposed to light or the 
amount of times the material is touched. Ask students to consider what happened to the materials over 
time and why. For a student-friendly guide to art conservation, visit the following website: http://
www.metmuseum.org/learn/for-kids/family-guides/what-is-art-conservation. 

Technology 

 Visit an online gallery such as Google Art Project (www.googleartproject.com) Have students search for 
images that relate to a common theme (for example: nature, places or portraits.) Students can gather    
images to create their own online collections. 

 Compare two works of art or artists using graphic organizers or wikis, collaborative websites with facts 
and information  gathered from various sources. Students can find resources online about the works of art 
or artists and organize the information to illustrate how they are related to each other. Visit the following 
website for tips on using wikis in the classroom and examples of other classroom wikis: http://
educationalwikis.wikispaces.com/Classroom+Wikis. For a guide to organizing and summarizing             
information into graphic organizers, visit the following website: http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-
resources/student-interactives/comparison-contrast-guide-30033.html. 

 
 

Art  

 Find similarities in music. Play different types of recorded music and ask students to identify which parts 
are similar. Similarities may include tempo, beat, rhythm and instruments. For a lesson plan to            
reinforce finding patterns in elements of music, visit the following website: http://teachers.net/lessons/
posts/3402.html. 

http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/collections/index.html
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/collections/index.html
http://www.metmuseum.org/learn/for-kids/family-guides/what-is-art-conservation
http://www.metmuseum.org/learn/for-kids/family-guides/what-is-art-conservation
http://www.googleartproject.com
http://educationalwikis.wikispaces.com/Classroom+Wikis
http://educationalwikis.wikispaces.com/Classroom+Wikis
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comparison-contrast-guide-30033.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comparison-contrast-guide-30033.html
http://teachers.net/lessons/posts/3402.html
http://teachers.net/lessons/posts/3402.html


WEBSITES 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

For Teachers 
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/creative-communication-frames-
discovering-10.html - Lesson plan for finding similarities between art and communication.  
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comparison-contrast-guide-
30033.html - Graphic organizers, writing activities and related lesson plans.  
 
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/beyond_the_frame/index.html -  A lesson 
plan from the Smithsonian for comparing and contrasting styles of artwork and imagining what could be 
seen ñbeyond the frameò in a work of art. 
 
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/150th/cover.html - Lesson plans from the  
celebration of the Smithsonianôs birthday that  examine the role of museums .   
 
http://www.artjunction.org/atcs.php - an online Artist Trading Card exchange between teachers and schools 
that was created by the University of Florida Art Education program.  
 
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/04/26/whats-the-difference-writing-to-compare-and-contrast/ -     
Lesson plan and writing exercises for students to compare and contrast different topics. 

 
 
For Teachers and Kids 
 
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/students/idealabs/amazing_collections.html - Smithsonian Kids     
Collecting website for students to learn about collections and how to start their own collections.   
 
http://www.crayola.com/crafts/detail/make-your-own-trading-cards-craft/ - Crayola lesson plan for students 
to make their own trading cards.  
 
http://www.metmuseum.org/learn/for-kids/family-guides/the-facts-issue - A childrenôs guide from the       
Metropolitan Museum of Art that answers questions and shares facts about the Museum, including how 
many lightbulbs are used in a year.  
 
http://www.metmuseum.org/learn/for-kids/family-guides/behind-the-scenes-at-the-met - A childrenôs guide 
from the Metropolitan Museum of Art that shares behind-the-scenes information.  
 
http://www.nickjr.com/printables/find-the-differences.jhtml - Printable images that challenge students to find 
the differences between two pictures.  
 
http://www.pbs.org/parents/earlymath/prek_games_pattern.html - An online game to match images and 
patterns. 
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http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/creative-communication-frames-discovering-10.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/creative-communication-frames-discovering-10.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comparison-contrast-guide-30033.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comparison-contrast-guide-30033.html
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/beyond_the_frame/index.html
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/150th/cover.html
http://www.artjunction.org/atcs.php
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/04/26/whats-the-difference-writing-to-compare-and-contrast/
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/students/idealabs/amazing_collections.html
http://www.crayola.com/crafts/detail/make-your-own-trading-cards-craft/
http://www.metmuseum.org/learn/for-kids/family-guides/the-facts-issue
http://www.metmuseum.org/learn/for-kids/family-guides/behind-the-scenes-at-the-met
http://www.nickjr.com/printables/find-the-differences.jhtml
http://www.pbs.org/parents/earlymath/prek_games_pattern.html


PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 
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To participate in BAM’s Artist Trading Card Community Exchange, 
plan to use this activity BEFORE your scheduled visit to the Museum. 

Materials 

 Heavy paper* cut to 3.5ò x 2.5ò (see template on page 15 of the packet) 

*Note: Paper should be sturdy like heavy cardstock or mat board.  However, a variety of recycled 

materials are also acceptable.  File folders, for example, work great. 

 
Any of the following materials: 

 Colored paper 

 Markers 

 Scissors 

 Glue Sticks 

 Paint 

 Brushes 

 Sharpies 

 Colored Pencils 

 Found images and flat collage materials (magazines, newspaper, wrapping paper, etc.) 

MAKE ONE, TAKE ONE 
ARTIST TRADING CARD COMMUNITY EXCHANGE 

 
Introduction 
The Boise Art Museum is turning 75 years old!  To celebrate the occasion, we want to help your students connect to 
other art-loving students in the community.  In this Pre-Visit Activity, students will create artist trading cards for BAMôs 
Artist Trading Card Community Exchange.  Artist trading cards (ATCs) are miniature works of art the size of baseball 
cards (3.5ò x 2.5ò) that are traded around the world.  Students visiting BAM during Free School Tours will ñswapò their 
ATCs for cards left by other students, thus participating in a community-wide exchange of artwork.   
 
Students can use any variety of media to make their works of art, as long as the finished size is 3.5ò x 2.5ò and still 
fits into a standard trading card sleeve.  This is a fun and easy way for students to óswapô art with other students! 

Instructions 

 To begin, discuss the purpose of the project with your class and show students examples of artist trading cards or 

images of artwork.  Visit www.strathmoreartist.com/atc for more information. 

 Use the template on page 15 to create cards from heavy paper for each student or have students measure and 

carefully cut their own cards.  

 Explain to students that they will create their own works of art to be shared with other students and exchanged for 

new artist trading cards.  Students can create artwork about themselves, about the community or about a topic 
they are studying in school. Remind students that their artwork must fit within the size of their cards.  

 Students can draw, paint or collage to create a work of art on their card.  

 (Optional) On the back of their cards, students can write their name (first name only please), grade level and 
the name of their school as shown in the example above.  

 To participate in BAM’s Artist Trading Card Community Exchange, bring your studentsô artist trading cards to 

the Museum on the day of your scheduled Free School Tour.  Students will leave their artist trading cards at the 
Museum at the end of their tour and select a trading card to take with them.  

FRONT 

BACK 
(OPTIONAL) 

 
 
 

FIRST NAME, 
GRADE LEVEL 
SCHOOL 



PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 
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Artist Trading Card Template 

 Artist Trading Cards are 2.5” x 3.5”.  Use the template below as a guideline or measure your own. 

 Cards should be made from sturdy paper like heavy cardstock or mat board. 

 When complete, they should fit into a standard trading card sleeve.  (Artwork should not go “off the edge.”) 

MAKE ONE, TAKE ONE 
ARTIST TRADING CARD COMMUNITY EXCHANGE 



MAKE-IT ACTIVITY: EXTENSIONS 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BAM!  75th ANNIVERSARY TOUR 
Project Applications and Extensions 
 

Social Studies, History, Geography 

 Explore world cultures or U.S. history with trading cards. Have each student select a different country or 
state in the U.S. and make a set of trading cards illustrating different facts, figures and images from their 
selected location. 

 
Reading and Writing 

 Challenge students to choose words to describe the artist trading cards they made. Display artist      
trading cards in the classroom and have each student write one word for each artwork. Students can 
use the word lists compiled from these words to create poems about their artwork.  

 Practice reading comprehension and descriptive writing by asking students to look at artist trading cards 
placed around the room and write a detailed description of their selection on a notecard. Collect the 
notecards and redistribute them to the students making sure that no one gets the same card they wrote. 
Have students walk around the ñgalleryò trying to match the descriptions to the artist trading cards. 

 Make illustrated flash cards for vocabulary words. Students can list the words on one side of the card 
and illustrate the wordsô meanings on the other side. Students can exchange their cards with one        
another and guess which words the illustrations match. 

 
Math 

 Create a story problem involving the percentage of returned cards in an artist trading card swap using 
the number of cards exchanged from a particular grade, school, state or country.    

 
Science and Physics 

 Make sets of trading cards based on a scientific processes. Students can illustrate experiments from 
science class or a scientific process. Students can exchange their science cards with one another and 
see if they can determine which processes the card is from. For example, weather can be visually    
identified. Students can collect pictures of clouds, storms, sunshine, rain, wind-blown trees and snow. 
As students learn more about what causes certain types of weather they can keep a journal and write 
specific information about what part of the weather cycle their artwork comes from or how it is formed.   

 
Technology 

 Create a blog or website with studentsô artist trading card project. Have each student create their own 
blog entry that shows an image of one of their cards, an explanation of why they chose to create the    
image and what materials they used.  

 
Arts 

 Transform the classroom into an exhibition space for studentsô artist trading cards. Have students work 
individually or in teams to determine where their artwork will be placed in the classroom.  

 Collect images based on particular elements of art to help students learn how to categorize, organize, 
and make decisions based on visual similarities and differences.  For example, ask students to find    
images that illustrate the use of line and pattern. This can help students identify that element in artwork,      
nature, and everyday objects.   

 Use artist trading cards to create a matching game. Students can create several pairs of image cards. 
After playing the games, students can exchange trading cards sets with one another. 
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