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PRE-TOUR PACKET & CURRICULUM GUIDE  

SHOES TELL STORIES 

 

This tour centers on the image of a shoe as a meaningful symbol.  Students will explore artwork created in a variety 
of media and engage in discussions about how shoes relay stories and identity before making their own symbolic 
work of art based on shoes. 

 

The Boise Art Museumôs education philosophy encourages the examination and discussion of the visual arts through 
a holistic approach to art  education.  Programs support the development of critical thinking skills, visual analysis,   
exploration and understanding of art techniques as well as the investigation of cultural contexts, art as a form of   
communication, and multidisciplinary connections.  In its touring program, BAM uses arts -based, student -centered, 
guided -discovery techniques and inquiry strategies that encourage teaching directly from the object and encompass 
aspects of many education philosophies.  

Marina Dempster, Ebullient, 2008, found shoes, bees wax, pine resin, glass seed beads, 
feathers. Courtesy of the artist. 

BAMôs SCHOOL TOUR PROGRAM GOALS 
 

¶ Students will actively participate in the experience discussing the artwork using art vocabulary and making meaningful, 
personal connections.  Discussions will be associated with the information in the pre-tour packet. 

 

¶ Students will experience a studio activity that reinforces the concepts and/or techniques discussed/viewed in the        

galleries resulting in a tangible, personally meaningful understanding of the artwork. 
 

¶ Students will leave the museum knowing that it is a fun, enjoyable place to learn.  The Docents will help them             
understand that they do not need an art authority to tell them how to enjoy and what to appreciate about art. 

Connects to:  

¶ Reading and Writing  

¶ Literature and Storytelling 

¶ Units based on identity, family or community  

¶ History  

¶ Social Studies 
 



TOUR CHECKLIST FOR TEACHERS  

TOUR TITLE 

BEFORE YOUR TOUR 
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WHEN YOU ARRIVE 

AFTER YOUR TOUR 

WITH YOUR STUDENTS: 

Ã DO THE PRE-VISIT ART TALK and review the VOCABULARY words with your students 

Ã SHARE THE MUSEUM MANNERS with your students. 

Ã MAKE LARGE NAMETAGS for students with their first names only. 
 
 

WITH YOUR CHAPERONS:  

Ã DESIGNATE YOUR ADULT CHAPERONS. A maximum of four chaperons are admitted with the group for 

free.  Chaperons have specific responsibilities and are admitted with the students free of charge. Additional 
adults pay regular admission and are considered regular visitors in the Museum.   

Ã ASK CHAPERONS not to bring infants, younger children, or other siblings.   

Ã REVIEW THE CHAPERON GUIDELINES with your designated chaperons.   

Ã PRINT THE CHAPERON PASSES and HAVE YOUR PAYMENT PREPARED for any additional adults.  Checks 

can be made payable to the Boise Art Museum or BAM.  We are unable to make change, so please have the   
exact amount prepared if you are paying with cash. (Often teachers split the admission among all adults to cover 
the cost.  Schools or individuals may pay for the additional adults.)  General admission is $5; admission for      
seniors (62+) and full -time college students is $3.  

Ã PREVIEW THE EXHIBITION with the Free Teacher Preview Pass included with your confirmation letter. 
 
 

A NOTE TO HELP WITH CHAPERON SELECTION: All students will receive Free Return Tickets at the end of 
the visit.  These tickets allow the student and two guests, to return and visit the Museum for free at a later 
date.  Parents who indicate that they would like to be chaperons after you have designated the maximum 
limit of four (4) should be encouraged to return with their student at a later date using the Free Return Ticket .   

Ã ARRIVE AT THE REAR EDUCATION ENTRANCE facing Julia Davis Park and the Rose Garden.  Do not enter 

through the front of the museum.  Arrive no more than 5 minutes before your scheduled time, as your docents 
can only let you into the Museum at your indicated tour time.  Do not ring the delivery buzzer. 

Ã DIVIDE YOUR CLASS INTO TWO GROUPS (of approximately 15 students) for their tour. 

Ã IDENTIFY YOUR CHAPERONS for the docent and MAKE THE PAYMENT for additional adults 

Ã LEAVE LARGE FIRST AID KITS AND BAGS at the Education Entrance.  First aid kits and bags must be smaller 

than 11ò X 15ò and must be worn on the front of your body.  BAM has multiple first aid kits on site.  

Ã REMEMBER: The Museum has no indoor or outdoor lunch facilities. Tour groups may bring their lunches and 

enjoy Julia Davis Park or visit the restaurants at BODO or nearby Boise State University.  

Ã FILL OUT THE EVALUATION CARD that you receive from your tour guides. Your constructive criticism helps us    

continue to tailor our programs to suit your needs. 

Ã DO THE MAKE IT! ACTIVITY or use related ideas listed in CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS to connect the tour to 

your classroom curricula. 



INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS AND CHAPERONS  

TOUR TITLE 
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Please share and discuss this information with your chaperons.  
 

Agreeing to be a chaperon for the Boise Art Museumôs School Tour Program means  
that you understand the following policies and agree to participate when asked by the docent. 

 

¶ Chaperons should not bring infants, younger children, or siblings with them on the tour.   

¶ Keep students with the group and encouraging students to stay at least 12ò away from the artwork 

and walls . 

¶ Make sure students sit (not lay) on the floor, keep their hands and feet to themselves and stay at 

least 12ôô away from the walls and artwork.  

¶ Help students to pay attention and participate by staying engaged with the group and the tour. 

¶ Encourage student participation .  If you feel you have a relevant response to the docentôs questions, 

please share, but allow your comment to complement the studentsô ideas.   

¶ The docent may call on you to help during the studio project .  Pay attention to the instructions and 

help all  students with the process.  

¶ Additional adults pay regular admission and are considered independent visitors apart from the 

school tour.  Additional adults are not required to participate in chaperon responsibilities.    

¶ Cameras, large purses, backpacks, coats and umbrellas should be left on the bus or stored by the 

back exit until the end of the visit. 

¶ Turn your cell phone off.  The use of cell phones is not permitted in the Museum galleries. 

MUSEUM MANNERS FOR STUDENTS 

CHAPERON GUIDELINES 

Please share and discuss these MUSEUM MANNERS with your students.  
 

Remembering to follow these manners on your tour at the Boise Art Museum will help  
keep the artwork safe and make sure everyone has a good experience on the tour.   

 

¶ Empty your mouth.  Food, drink, and gum are not allowed in the museum galleries. 

¶ Stay at least 12ò away from the artwork and the walls. 

¶ Keep your voices down while discussing the artwork.   

¶ Sit on the floor during group discussions so everyone can see.   

¶ Use indoor behavior , running and jumping should be left for outdoors. 

¶ Leave pens, markers, and other writing/art materials at school , in your backpack or on the bus. 

¶ Pay attention and be a tour guide later .  At the end of the tour, your docent will give your teacher 

Free Return Tickets for each student.  These tickets allow you and two guests to return and visit the 
Museum for free.  When you return, you can take your guests on a tour using what you learned.  

¶ Have fun and enjoy your visit to the Boise Art Museum. 



CHAPERON PASSES  
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BAM offers FREE admission to four (4) adult chaperons with every pre-scheduled tour group.  Additional adults must 
pay regular admission and are considered independent visitors to the Museum.  PLEASE PRINT THIS PAGE      
BEFORE ARRIVING AT BAM FOR YOUR TOUR.   Designate your four chaperons and have your payment          
prepared.  When you arrive at BAM, please identify your four designated chaperons for the docents.  Docents will 
ask for and collect the Chaperon Passes and distribute Chaperon badges. Chaperons must agree to help su-
pervise groups, follow the Museum Manners, and participate in the tour activities when asked. 

¶ Accompany their groups at all times while they 
are touring the Museum.   

¶ Help the docent keep students with the group and 
at least 12ò away from the artwork and walls. 

¶ Assist the students and continue to supervise 
while in the studios.   

 

Please do not bring infants, siblings or younger children 
with you as this diverts your attention from the group. 
 

THANK YOU for helping make BAMôs School Tour 
Program safe and enjoyable for everyone.  

TOUR CHAPERON 2  
 (NAME) 

The Boise Art Museumôs School Tour Program provides 
FREE admission to 4 adult chaperons with every group 
of students.  Accepting the responsibilities of  being a 
tour chaperon means that you understand and agree to 
do the following: 

This chaperon pass is only valid during a pre -scheduled school tour.  
Duplicates are not accepted.  

TOUR CHAPERON 3  
 (NAME) 

TOUR CHAPERON 4  
 (NAME) 

TOUR CHAPERON 1  
 (TEACHER) 

¶ Accompany their groups at all times while they 
are touring the Museum.   

¶ Help the docent keep students with the group and 
at least 12ò away from the artwork and walls. 

¶ Assist the students and continue to supervise 
while in the studios.   

 

Please do not bring infants, siblings or younger children 
with you as this diverts your attention from the group. 
 

THANK YOU for helping make BAMôs School Tour 
Program safe and enjoyable for everyone.  

The Boise Art Museumôs School Tour Program provides 
FREE admission to 4 adult chaperons with every group 
of students.  Accepting the responsibilities of  being a 
tour chaperon means that you understand and agree to 
do the following: 

This chaperon pass is only valid during a pre -scheduled school tour.  
Duplicates are not accepted.  

¶ Accompany their groups at all times while they 
are touring the Museum.   

¶ Help the docent keep students with the group and 
at least 12ò away from the artwork and walls. 

¶ Assist the students and continue to supervise 
while in the studios.   

 

Please do not bring infants, siblings or younger children 
with you as this diverts your attention from the group. 
 

THANK YOU for helping make BAMôs School Tour 
Program safe and enjoyable for everyone.  

The Boise Art Museumôs School Tour Program provides 
FREE admission to 4 adult chaperons with every group 
of students.  Accepting the responsibilities of  being a 
tour chaperon means that you understand and agree to 
do the following: 

This chaperon pass is only valid during a pre -scheduled school tour.  
Duplicates are not accepted.  

¶ Accompany their groups at all times while they 
are touring the Museum.   

¶ Help the docent keep students with the group and 
at least 12ò away from the artwork and walls. 

¶ Assist the students and continue to supervise 
while in the studios.   

 

Please do not bring infants, siblings or younger children 
with you as this diverts your attention from the group. 
 

THANK YOU for helping make BAMôs School Tour 
Program safe and enjoyable for everyone.  

The Boise Art Museumôs School Tour Program provides 
FREE admission to 4 adult chaperons with every group 
of students.  Accepting the responsibilities of  being a 
tour chaperon means that you understand and agree to 
do the following: 

This chaperon pass is only valid during a pre -scheduled school tour.  
Duplicates are not accepted.  



VOCABULARY  

SHOES TELL STORIES 

Culture:  Shared attitudes, values, customs and beliefs that distinguish one group of  
people from another.  

 
 
Identity:  Characteristics by which a person or thing is recognizable or known; sense of 

self. 
 
 
Journey:  A traveling from one place to another, usually taking a rather long time; 
 passage or progress from one stage to another. 
 
 
Medium:    A specific kind of artistic technique or means of expression as determined by 

the materials used or the creative methods involved:  the medium of lithography.  
The materials used in a specific artistic technique:  oils as a medium. 

 
 
Media:      The plural of medium. 
 
 
Symbol:  Something that stands for or suggests something else.  A visible sign of      

something invisible. (The lion is a symbol of courage, for example.)  
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PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY: ART TALK  

SHOES TELL STORIES 

Please view the two reproductions (Pre-Tour Images) with your class and lead a discussion using the     
following questions as guidelines.  There are no ñrightò answers.  The questions are meant to guide the 
group discussion. Students will revisit and discuss the original works at BAM.  The vocabulary in this 
packet will aid discussion. 
 

Research and experience have shown that students feel more comfortable when they can connect with 
something familiar once they arrive at the Museum.  The students are excited to find ñtheirò works of art 
while they are at BAM.  They enjoy sharing their insights from the classroom discussion with the docent 
and making valuable comparisons between the textbook-like reproductions and the original works of art. 

Michael Boroniec 
Message , 2008 
Ceramic, newspaper, pewter 
Photo credit: John Pollak 
 

¶ What is the first thing you notice about the shoes in this sculpture?  

¶ Have you ever seen or worn shoes like these before? Why? 

¶ Can you tell what materials the artist used just by looking at the sculpture? What materials do you recognize? 
 

The title of this sculpture is Message.  
 

¶ Why do you think the artist chose this title for the sculpture?  

¶ What message do you think the artist might be sharing through his artwork? What clues tell you that? 

The two images may also be accessed through our website, www.boiseartmuseum.org  
under Education ï Teacher Resources ï Pre-Tour Teaching Packets ï SHOES TELL STORIES 
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This tour focuses on shoe-inspired artworks in the exhibition The Perfect Fit: Shoes Tell Stories. Students 
will discuss how artists tell stories through works of art and how the use of shoes as symbols can share 
deeper meaning about personal journeys, identity, culture, history and traditions. By engaging in storytelling 
activities, students will discover the connection between art and words and have the opportunity to share 
their own stories. Students will explore artwork made from a variety of media before making their own sym-
bolic work of art based on shoes. 
 

Marilyn Pappas 
Max Rafkin and the Diamond Shoe Corporation , 2009 
Cotton, gold, linen 
Courtesy of the artist 
 

¶ How would you describe the shoes in this artwork?  

¶ What colors do you see? Why do you think the artist used these colors? 

¶ What is unusual about these shoes? 

¶ Why do you think the artist chose to show two different types of shoes? 

¶ What type of person might wear the shoe on the left? What type of person might wear the shoe on the right?  

¶ Which of these shoes would you choose to wear? Why? What might that shoe say about your identity or            

personality? 

 

http://boiseartmuseum.org/education/pretour.php


PRE-VISIT IMAGE 

SHOES TELL STORIES 

 

Marilyn Pappas 
Max Rafkin and the Diamond Shoe Corporation , 2009 

 Cotton, gold, linen 
Courtesy of the artist 

The two images may also be accessed through our website, www.boiseartmuseum.org  
under Education ï Teacher Resources ï Pre-Tour Teaching Packets ï SHOES TELL STORIES 
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http://boiseartmuseum.org/education/pretour.php


PRE-VISIT IMAGE 

SHOES TELL STORIES 

 

 

 

Michael Boroniec 
 Message, 2008 

Ceramic, newspaper, pewter 
Photo credit: John Pollak 

The two images may also be accessed through our website, www.boiseartmuseum.org  
under Education ï Teacher Resources ï Pre-Tour Teaching Packets ï SHOES TELL STORIES 
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http://boiseartmuseum.org/education/pretour.php

