MEET THE ARTIST
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William Morris grew up in Carmel, California.  One of his favorite pastimes was going on adventures in the nearby hills where he would find pottery shards and arrowheads.  He loved to find artifacts from people who lived in the hills long before he did.

Morris didn’t really know that he wanted to be an artist when he grew up, but he found a job driving truck for Pilchuck Glass School when he was twenty years old.  Pilchuck Glass School was founded by Dale Chihuly, a famous glass artist who helped glass art become popular in the United States.  Because Chihuly had lost an eye in a car accident and did not have depth perception, a necessity for blowing glass, he had to have helpers.  Morris became one of those helpers and eventually became Chihuly’s chief glass blower.

Even though Morris decided to start making his own glass and stop working for Chihuly, he still rents studio space from Pilchuck Glass School during the winter (the best time to work with really hot glass).

Morris likes to spend his free time outdoors and is an avid hunter, killing big game like deer and elk with a bow and arrow.   He does not like to speak about what his work means or what visitors should understand about it, he likes his artwork to speak for itself.

If you were going to create glass sculptures about your favorite interests and activities, what kind of sculptures would you create?

If William Morris were here, what questions would you want to ask him?
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